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Ta the Editor of the Been. 






SiR 
Tossexve that you have made confiderable extracts 
from the mifcellanies in profe and verfe, lately printed’ 
here. The following article, as well as feveral ‘others 








um- [by the-fame hand, was intended for a placein that vo- 
i lame, but arrived too late. If you think the prefent 






proper for your publication, I thall perhaps ‘tranfimit 
you fome other articles of a fimilar nature. 






ave 
he FTO 

, fo Remarks on Dr. Young's Night Thoughts. 

rts, ' ‘ 

y Tats vifionary poet. . 

” ~ “ Makes {weet religion ’ 
" “ A rhaplody of words.” Suamrsreane®, 





I. wonder. not .that his fon Lorenzo was an infi- 
del. In this age; we-have two authors prodigioully 
great in thé putre ftyle’; otie in verfe; and one im 
profe; ome.derious, the other, comical. They are both’ 
much admired by the mubtitude of readers, com 
+ No: :man facultics are Idnger of attaining pertetion tha® 
yc fre ar bl for cone a a cmpaon Hee 
uo " rune perfons, in general, admire as >" unnatural 
ou. IT. 









: 4 . ON DR. YOUNG’s NIGHT THOUGHTS June § 
monly titled by modern authors, * the refpeétable pub: 
** lic.” There is a wonderful fimilarity in their talents, 
in quaint expreffion, wild conceit, and ftudied fetches of 
metaphyfical reverie. The poet is Young: The Profe. 
quixote is Sterne. 

In my opinion, our celebrated enthufiaft of this coun- 
try, the Reverend Mr. Ralph.Ertkine, in his Riddles, 
is lefs extravagant. I am fure, that he fhould at leaf 
be more amufing and tolerable, either to believers 
or infidels, than Dr. Young in his horrid Night 
Thoughts. 1 know no rule of criticifm fo juft, fo ma- 
terial, and fo general, as one laid down by ald Ho. 
raee, importing, that good fenfe is the only true prin 
ciple and fountain of good writing and tafte. 

“ Seribendi rete, saPexe eft et principium et fons.” 


I fhall examine. the Night Thoughts by this rule, 
after firft inferting a few fpecimens of Ralph’s Riddles. 


“ I’m here and there, and every where ! 
“ And yet I’m neither here nor there. 

“ I’m {fchool’d, though never at a fchool ; 
“ I'm wife, and yet a natural fool! 

“ I’m poor, and yet | nothing want ! 

“ I’m both a Devil and a Saint !” 


conceits, and extravagant flights in poetry, which, to men of tafte, 
who have viewed the works of nature with attention; are intok- 
rably difgufting —Many readers, therefore, who, in their youth, have 
admired the works of Dr. Young, come gradually to lofe a relifh for his 
manner of writing, as they advance in life, though it may fometimes 
happen, that on account of the refpeé& they bear for the fubje& on 
which he writes, they are difpofed to criticife with tendernefs. Men 
view matters of this fort, in very different lights : Some, who could free- 
ly forgive extravagance of compofition on any other fubjeGt, have’ their 

on religigps 


© prove unpleafing to thofe of 
have their judgment informed, w 
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I could quote from the Night Thoughts many fimi~ 
lar paflages of fubtile and fantaftical antithefis ; but I am 
afraid, that the bulk ofsreaders: would. take them for 
charming poetry. Thofe who can diftinguifh quaint- 
nefs and affeétation from true fublimijty, will find fuch 
paflages in every page, nay, almoft in every line. How- 
ever, I thall hazard fome fpecimens which feem to re- 
femble Ralph’s Riddles very much. 

“ All knowing! all unknown, and yet cwell-snown / 
“ Near, though remote { and tho’ unfathom'd, felt; .- 
a invifible, for ever seen /—— 
“ Know this Lorenzo, (feem it ne’er fo itrange), 
“ Nothing can fatisfy, but what confound: ; iy 
“ Nothing but what afonifbes, is true t. 
Speaking of man, he. fays: 
“ An heir of glory! a frail child of duft! 
“ Helplefs! immortal! in/e@ infinite / 
“ A Worm! a God.” ’ ' 

The “ Devil” and the “ Saint” are fiardly fuch 
exaggerated oppofites as the “* worm” and the 
& God.” ~ - 

The following extras I leave, without illuftration, 
to the common fenfe of the reader. I have fometimes 
quoted, and fometimes omitted to quote. the particu- 
jar Night and line at which the {pecimen may be found ; 
but the Doétor’s ftile is fufficiently marked. 

_“ Procraftination is the thief of time! — 

« What can awake polos by by this, 
“ Expended Deity on 
Bayes Da ok 2d 02 peeing bape 
' : , — “Night 4th, L. 349. 
“ Are paffions, then, the pagans of the foul ? .- 

+ One-of the venerable. ancient. fathers held a very. fintilar maxim, 
Credo quia off impoffibile. The name of this logician was Tertullian. A 
_ es of his works is exatly in the ng y= areonp hy 

Oo ver graph now quoted, is 
dare not thock the picup eat, by setempting to Fie Yet our di- 
vines, of all defcriptions, are inceflantly appealing to the authority of this 
man, who was, in every refpect, an hundred and fifty degrees below 
Whifton or Whitefield. U 
U2 
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= Fetus baptistd 2. lean copie’ 
To tough shige fared — # hey a 
pach rh sh sD ‘formalifis wl to engetts 
wos tdrctebes "ie inepioie te” be calm 4 eal) 
nist Palfin so.reefires: trenbbvrt tently NP Ty 
ee. Diretier ‘whéed "lukewarm: is NREL) Sisal obese 
‘ie Lorena! Wilt hod ever sh ofa? ‘ + & 
1 @:0r i philofephy, ofvtear wo! bies 
ih 


“ Death’s dreadful advent is the mark oF man, 
“ And every-thoughe that miffcs it; is Aind—~— 
“ Revere thyfelé: uamith yet tinytel-aefpip. 


igh ih, i ¥8." 
“ Man’s mifery declares hirw porte for, 
“ His anxious heart afferts thetrath I 
* And gives [the fceptit im bis heal thiplivs: ’ 


“oo 7th, i 60, 
* Man's heart eats all things, and is Bungry 
“ More, more! the glitton mp sets . 
: “Tia. 1. sipie ‘ 
“ The world’s all title-page, there’s no Meee t we 
¢ lk face's the man wehis heart,.. 
—« Pied te his aio, and iat 
** Night 8th; 1333. | 


es pay ! 


'( ‘This fp the moft ind on Hosts 


an all,can do, but m © wife; 
oe ink this cenfure is feve er 8 thee; 


Ape pie oe U deo all a cieins MG) DIG v9 
ee When ’t blifi, hea. a og — ute 
pein ca n rs, we Nene gth, t 497. 

After all, and 93, fom’ 4 gelPay to the numerous ad- 
mirers of Dr. Young, I there. are itrakes and 
paffiages of genuine poetry * ‘be found, though thinly 
{cattered, amor the wild effaffons of this long ‘and ls- 
boured poem. I refer, in. pattioular, to the firtt five 
lines of Night-Firit, and to the thirteen fir lines-of 
‘Night Pourth: “For! thé-fake of juftice'to on ‘author, 


the two. paltiges! ‘that be infetted at full lena. 
Night. Eirf. 


, "Field nature’s fweet-reftorer, balay, deep! , 2 som sat 

“. He like the world, hisreadywifitpaysy. -. He Yo ai 
“ Where;fortune {miles : the wretched he forfakes;. 

« Swift, on his downy pinions, flies from wed, 

* And lights dh lids unfullied by a tear. 


ee me.lCt— hl eS CUeF!lUlU rl 
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rod | cit wok 


Night? Prirtb o, Seatitas : 


“ A much indebted mule, 0 : Yorks | i 
“ Amid the fmilés 6? fortune and of youth ; 
“Thine cat ix patient “ofa“ferions fon.” 
* How deep implanted in the breaft of man 
* The dread of death? I fing sts fov’reign cure. _ cea 
“ Why ftart at death? Where is he? Death arriv vd . 
Is paft; not come, or gone ; he’s never dere. 


E’er hope, finfation fails 3 black- boding man 

Receives, not fuffers, death's tremenducus blow. — 

hy c neh, the fhroud, the ~——y and che grave; ‘ 
aid cep daney vault, dre darknefs, and theworm: - 

: ft Fecteoe tha beabente alg seth» ate » mer 

* The terrors of the living, not thedead, 

F romy this, the writer rans erie: and confinaes with 
every flight and cmaleeey * any lucid intervals, td the 
end of the poem t. ' 

- Tire; following detached Niles, among others, difplay 
the {pirit of poetry; bléaded with conceit: ari affecha- 
tion. " > 


~ 


‘ 


) Dite 


+ ‘Phe following lines, being:the beginning of Nigh Wine, ene 
gonfidered as one of the few remaining. lucid. intervals, referred, to. by 
our amhor._——+Pity that one who could write “fo well a pe, Prop 
have béeg fd letle under the guidance of feafim, it general,” 


“ As when a traveller, a feng! day sate 

“, Jn_painful fearch of what he capnot find, 

“ At night’s approach, content with the next cot, 
There ruminates, a while, his labour loft; 

Then cheers his heart, ‘with: what his face iffeiy} 

And chants hisfonnet! to deceive the tine, : 

Till. the due fcafon calls him to repofe : 

‘Thus 1, long-travell’d in the ways of men, 

And dancing, with the reft, the giddy maze, 

Where difappointment finiles at Bope's career, 

Warn'd by the languor of life’s ev’ ray; > 

At length have hous’d.me ip an humble thed; 

When, future wand’ring banifh’d from my thoughs, — 

And waiting, patient, the fweet hour of reft, 

I chace the moments with a) ferious fong— 

Song foothes our pains; and age has pains to focthe.’ 


, 


+ 


"22 Ris 





-ag8 ON DR. YOUNG’s NIGHT THOUGHTs. 
“ How rich ! how poor ! how abje@! how auguft ! 
“ How complicate, hew wonderful is man !” - 
And again, fpeaking of Narcifla. 
“ Early, bright, tranfient, chafte as morning dew ! 
“ She fparkled, was exhal’d! and went to heav’n,” 


For t, sis 


Names have.n® fmall effect on things... It is for this 
reafon, I am going, through the mediuny of your pe 
triotic paper, to fuggeft the advantages which our coum 
try would derive from the alteration of a name... 

| At prefent, the tenants about me call the gentlemen, 
whofe lands they occupy, maffers. I obferve this im. 
proper termi has a very ill effeét_both upon us: proprie. 
tors, and upon our tenants. We are apt to take the 
tenants at theis word, and to imagine them to be our 
fervants, and to command their fervices for running our 
errands, and doing our work, as if we really were their 
mafters, and paid them wages: Whereas they pay us, 
in general, yery good rents for our lands, and, in fo 
doing, confer a great obligation on us; For I do not 
know what kind of a figure I and my wife would make, 
nor how we could feed and educate ovr numerous fa- 
mily, were it not for the rents which we receive from 
thefe fervants. At leaft, J have tried to farm my own 
little bit of Jand ;. but, alas! Sir, for want of {kill, and 
attention, and ecpnomy,: I loft rent ¢1 ear, 
and got befides into debt.. How little then do we bok 
in our tenants of the charaéter of fervants? The with 


of a wife man would be to have many of the former, 
and few of the latter, 

This is not the worft of it, Sir; our poor tenants ate 
foolifh enough to think themfelves our fervants; and in- 
ftead of telling us frankly they have bufinefs of their 
ewn to mind, are as obedient to our commands, as if 
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they were our fervants, feldom refufing’ to obey us; 
very much to our hurt, as well as their own: For: 
we frequently find a fad deficiency, when, in their true 
character of tenants, we fummon them to pay our rents. 
Neither is this the worft circumftance attending this 
miftaken name of after: we proprietors grow fond of 
the thing, as well as the name; and when our tenants 
happen to refufe to obey any of our commands, we are 
difpofed to think them infolent, and fometimes to call 
them fo; and to prevent a repetition of fuch behaviour, 
we either give them no tacks at all, or very fhort ones. 
Now, Mr..Bee, a tenant who can be removed on fix 
weeks warning, and does not know where to find an. 
other farm, as frequently happens, is. really a /ervant ; 
indeed, I may fay, he is a flave. Thus, Sir, we are 
averfe to what, for our own intereft, we ought to co- 
vet. We diflike to lett our lands upon long leafes, al- 
though it is certain, they cannot be improven by any 
other means. 

Inftead, therefore, of the word ma/ffer, I would fug- 
geft the Englith term of dand-/Jord: And 1 would have 
all our farmers to enter into an agreement among them- 
felves, to give us no other name, under the penalty of 
forfeiting @ trifle to the poor of the parith, as often as 
they ufed the word matter, either when fpeaking to 
us, or of.us. — ’ 

I believe too, Mr. Bee, the free and wealthy inhabi- 
tants of our.towns would be induced more readily to 
leafe our farms, and to improve them, were this {lay- 
ith and improper name of mafter laid safide. 

For my own fhare, I never could difcover that a man 
who rents my gtound, is more my fervant, than a 
gentleman in a town, who happens to rent my honfe 
there. . The. only conneétion between either a tenant of 
a houfe and a farm, and their owner, is of the nature 
of a civil contract. When the rent of either is paid, 
they are independent of each other. But, if any thing, 
the obligation is on the fide of a good tenant, If theie 





¥60 ON TRE INFLUENCE OF NAMES. Juste §, 
deas bejut,; by'giving them 4 -place in your Bee, you’ 
wilf obliges "+ 21% trees : § 

} Mt Mr. Bee, 
hon Yours, &c. 
ALPHABPET, 
a enn 

To the Editor of the Bee. 


On the Art of Idlenefs, by a Lady. 


Sr, 

I arso have been a fuccefsful difciple in the happy at 
of idlenefs, recommended by Albanicus ; and as the’ 
acquifition of this art to my fex, particularly in’ the 
higher and more wealthy ranks of fociety, is of infinite- 
ly greater confequence, than to. yours, [ imagine I am 
about to confer the gresteft favour poflible upon the 
daughters of Eve, at the world over, by initioting them 
in the myfteties of that art which has brought me from 
the horrors of fan and wearinefs of fife, to a ftate of 
tranqnillity, sReafoyinént of nature, and fociety, and a 
fatisfaGtion ‘with myfelf and every thing about me, 
which, if it is not like the happinefs of the bileffed in’ 
heaven, is, I imagine, as like it as.any thing this world 
can 4 

I was the youngeft daughter and child of my pa+ 
rents, who were noble and conf{picuous, but not weal. 
thy. I was the favourite of the whole family, not on- 
ly as being the youngeft, but as beautiful'and infinuat- 
ing, and that my parents growing old and infirm,’ were’ 
averfe from the trouble and uréafinefs of doimg any 
thing with me, but as a play thing, and to make me 
happy by every indulgence, that'all my little childith 
fallies might be brought forth with the ‘brilfianey ’ and’ 
foftnefs of nature. : ty borg 
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-By this’ way of training, my feelings were rendered 
fo.acute, and my heart fo foftened by luxury, that, ag 


the poet fings : 


“ Nor eafe nor peace my heart could know, 
“ That like the needle true, 

“ Turn’d at the touch of joy or woe, 

“ And turning, trembled toa,” 


I was fent, in compliance with the abominable fa. 
fhion of the times, to a London boarding-fchool, where, 
by my beauty, addrefs, and 2 nnegigns, I contrived to 
be as idle as my heart could Amott defire, but learnt 
to relith drefs, dancing, plays, and other places of pub- 
lic amufernent ; and, at fifteen, 1 came home thorough- 
ly furnifhed unto all the works. of idlenefs, but with- 
out a fingle atom of that fenfe or experience which 
is neceflary to regulate my conduct in real life. 

I was now introduced by my mother into company, 
and permitted to dance at public aflemblies ; not that 
the approved of the frequent repetition of this indulg- 
ence, but, as fhe ufed to fay, that as my father could 
give me little or no fortune, and the forrows of life 
would come foon enough, it were pity not to make me 
as happy as poflible at prefent, efpecially as nobody 
knew where a blefling might light, and that I might get 
arich and great hufband, who would have the advan- 
tage of finding me a theet of white paper, upon which 
he might write according to his pleafure, and have, 
what the called, a wife of bis own making. 

Very foon did I get a hufband ; but he was neither 
very great nor very opulent, but amiable, fenfible, and 
profeffionally eminent. He loved me exceedingly ; but 
fo far from my becoming a wife of his own making, 
that he became very foon infinitely too much a hufband 
of my making, indulging me in every thing that his 
fortune would allow. é 

In a few years, I loft my hufband; and having loft 
my/elf long before, you may guefs my fituation. 

VoL. IT. x 
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I could no longer indulge myfelf, without bankrupt: 
ey and difgrace, in my former pleafures; and I had no 
refources at home, or in my own mind, to fill up. the 
horrible chafm that now appeared, and was foon bit. 
terly felt in my own exiftence. 

The common decencies of widowhood required fome 
degree of feclufion from gay fociety for half a year; 
and I had.no relifh for any other. Driven by this e 
vent to the abfolute neceflity of doing fomething to a. 
mufe myfelf, I had courage enough to begin, and fol. 
low outa plan of female education, and had fix hours 
aday for inftru€ion in the various departments of 
needle-work, French, and literature. All was fo new 
to me in the datter, that | became fond of it. I tooka 
courfe of all the beit French and Englith claffics that 
were within the reach of my capacity. I wrote down 
my obfervations as I went along; and I thewed them to 
my inftructors. I found that a knowledge of gram- 
mar increafed my pleafure in reading ; and not fatis- 
fied with verbal, [ ftudied univerfal grammar, which 
I foypd perfeély enchanting. Novels, at leaft the 
trafh dignified by that name in Britain, gave me no 
more delight. I found real hiftory infinitely more 
amufing ; for, being copious of nature, er rather ori- 
ginals, they had an effe&t upon my iafte and percep- 
tion, which I was quite unable to account for, but 
which I fenfibly experienced fo much, as to prefer 
them to every other kind of general reading. 

I happened accidentally to meet with a little Englifh 
compend of Botany ; | learnt to diftinguith the various 
kinds of plants, according to the modern fyftem, and 
amufed myfelf, on my field walks, with gathering, ar- 
tanging, and diftinguifhing the different fpecies of 
plants ; and having a turn for drawing, a mater foon 
taught me to apply my pencil to th copying thefe 
charming productions of nature. I did not ftop here; 
for I ftudied the economy and culture of ufeful trees, 
fhrubs and vegetables ; and having s little garden is 
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the country on Enfield chace, I fet myfelf to verif¥ 
my ftudies by actual operations, many of which I per~ 
formed with my own hand. The pleafure of garden 
ing led me to inquire concerning the nature of manures» 
the growth of plants; and their qualities drawing me 
gradually on to the knowledge of foffils ufeful in a- | 
iculture, or, of plants ufeful in manufactures ; in 
C I became rationally curious, and was rationally 
employed. I was no longer difgufted with my own 
infignificancy, and no longer*brooded over my difap- 
pointments, 












ts of |" The outhides of men became le(s interefting to me | 
ok than formerly.. I wilhed to know if there was any 
a 





thing within my lovers, before I paid any attention to 





that | their external exhibition. “ey 7 ; 
lown Having thus recovered my fenfes, and applied them , 
mtO 7 tothe recovery of my charaGer, and the fecuring of 





my own happinefs, independent of the world, though 
I had only a very moderate jointure, I ‘was able to make 
it {uflicient for all my defires;, and my prudence ob- 
tained me a propofal of matriagé from a gentleman of, 
competent eftate in the country, whofe hand I accepted ;’ 
and I hope 1. may -venture to fay, that he is. fatisfied' 
with my conduét as a wife and mother, and my man-' 
ners as @. companion, and affectionate friend, who, if 
he fhould detect my hand in, this ‘letter, will; I dare. 
fay, forgive my becoming authorefs anonymoufly, for, 
the good of the ladies to whom 1 recommend, efpeci- 
ally, on their marriage, the reading of Dean Swift’s let- 
ter to.a very young one upon that_occafion ; which, to 
fave them the un/ufferable fatigue of looking over the 
indexes of 13 volumes, I beg leave to inform them, is 



















of Ff to be found in the beginning of the fourth of the comi- 
on] mon editions. Bast 





Iam, Mr. Editor, your conftant reader afd ad- 
mirer, eS 
A Fortunate Davcater or IDLENESS. 
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to 0 fouthe Eda or of te Bee. 


‘Sr, 


1} HAVE read your Glatgow fetid dtibcdbeey at 
Smith, which T dare fay ate vat ‘authentic’ ; ‘atid pet-” 


haps he may be in, the rigtit, ‘tha “the Dottor wold 


not Rave | beén very angry. 3 havé had fuch trifles té2° 


peated in the ‘circle cial inter¢ourfe ; but I*kneiw' 
him too well to think he would have liked ‘to ‘have 
had a pifgah ' view. of fuch” frivolous _ matter obtraded 
or, the-learned’ world after “his death. He would very 
probably have-faid, Why, Sir, I wonld rather ‘my bb. 
d were injeted by Hunter of “Monré, and thewd) ih 
Figet Street “or at‘ Weir's mufeum, that have’ thefe 
pace at | my. tind’ in private converfation, nade a 
ectacle of, to philofophets, whey T ath laid” in my 
graye! 
“Thad the fappinefs, Sir, to be 2 _difciple éf Adam 
Smith’s by he was at Glifgow.*°F wert there’ on 
meets after T had entered the Buty’ World, ahd ‘con. 
eas ] the -courtes 1 in the univerfities of St. Atidtews 
and Edinburgh, and refided fome fime ‘at Oxford; that 
t, mi ht,. after the - manner of the ancients, ‘walk in, the 
Porticos of Glafgow, with Smith and with Millar, ‘and 
be. imbued with the principles: of jurifprudence, law, 
and, philofophy. 

.I paffed molt of my time’ at Glafgow ‘with thefe two 
fir rate men; and Smith read private lectures to me 
in jurifprutlence, and accompanied ‘them with his cort- 

entaries in gonveriation ; ; exertifes which I hope will 
give a colour and a fubflance to’ my fentiments, and to 
my reafon,. that will be eternal. 

€ was a great man, Sir ; but, no doubt, ‘He had his 
weaknefles,, They were the weakneffes of a good man, 
who had feen much of the furface, but little of the intg- 
gior of what is commonly called the world, 
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. He pafled the younger part of his life in a cloyfter 
at Oxford, having been one of} Snell's exhibitionets, 
from Glafgow college to Baliol. 

«His mothee was a moft virtuous and exvellent wo- 
man, and. imprefled the Doétor’s mind, when-a boy, 
with ‘the moft exalted and correct principles of con- 
duct, which: he. retained and improved to a degrensd 







ds OF 






ow thought exceedingly uncommon, , 
shel? He was ‘always of Dr. Young the poets opinion, 





new: | that high worth was * et Pe that itimade more 


“ than monarchs made,.4%,hbonef— man !” 







lave 

iv -Inever knew a man, fhore amiable in this’ refpea ; 
ery bat when he met with honett men whom he jiked, and 
Bs: who courted him, he woul, believe almoft any thing 





they faid. Had he. been;,a, friend of the worthy mge- 
nious iHerrex, -he .would have believed that the moon 
fometimes difappeared in a clear {kty without. the dater- 
pofition-of a cloud ; or of anethes truly, honett and, refpec- 
Pable man, that.a profeffor of méethensatics at Upfahhad a 
tail of fix inches long at his rump. «Phe threesgreet 
avenues to Smith, were’ his'mother, his books, and his 
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My political apissions, The -conquett of him was, ealy 
ek throngh~ any of théfe chanriels ;'and -this.eame tobe 
hat very foon known’ by. the Dolphins that playedi in, the 
He wake of his great navigation in diteratuye, 
rid He approached to republicanifm in his political pains 
o ciples ; and confidered a comimonwealth as the plat- 
; form for a monarchy, hereditary fucceflion inthe chief 
46 magiftrate being neceflary only to prevent the'com- 
he moawealth from: being fhaken by ambition, or . abfo- 
if. lute dominion introduced by the confequences-ofcon- 
il tending faGtions. Yet Pitt anti Dundas, praifing his 
to book, and adopting its principles in parliament, breught 
him down from London a.Tory, and a Pittite, anftead 
is of a Whig and a Foxite, as he was when he fet out. 
2, By and bye, the impreffion wore off, and his former 





fentiments returned, but unconnected either with Pitt, 
fox, orany body elfe. I faw him for the laft time in 
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the February that preceded’ his death. I faid, in tak. 
ing leave of him;** My dear Dottor, I hope to fee you oft 
tener when I come to town next February.” He fqneez- 
ed my hand, and faid, ** My dear Afeanius, ‘I may: be 
alive then, and. perhaps half-a-dozen of Februaties ; but 


you never will fee your old friend any more. I find: 


that the machine is breaking down’; fo that I thall be 
little better than a‘mummy.” - 

- I found a great inclination to vifit the -Doétor; when 
L heard of ‘his laft illnefs;, but the mummy ftared me 
in the face, and I was! intimidated. 

Smith’s well placed. affeftion for Hame, as a man, 
hindered him from being a Chriftian, from the fame 
foible I have already defcribed. . 

He had no ear for mufic, nor any perception of the 
fublime or: beautiful in compofition; eithcr m poetry or 
language of‘any kind. © ’ 

He was too much of a geometrician to’ have much 
tafte, though he had the jufteft perception of moral beau- 
ty and excellence. 


With refpegt to his works, his theory of moral fen- 
timents is, ‘in all its effential parts, juft, founded on 
truth and nature. He points out the’ foundation of the 
jott, the fit, the decent, in our molt common and al« 
lowable ean making approbation and difapproba- 


tion as fixed by our inftinéts, the tefts of virtue and 
vice; and thewing that thofe are founded on fympathy; 
taifing from this fimple and obvious truth, a moft beau- 
tiful intelle@ual fabric. 

His eflay concerning the caufes of the wealth of na» 
tions, is ‘a complete analyfis of fociety, beginning with 
the firft rudiments of the fimpleft manual labour, and 
rifing by an eafy and natural gradation to the higheft 
attatament of mental powers. In this book, not only 
atts and commerce, but finance, juftice, public police, 
the economy of armies, and the fyftem of education, 


are confidered and argued upon, often profoundly, al, , 


ways plaufibly and clearly, and with refpe& to wats 
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and public debts, and to monopolies in trade, and 
bounties in manufattures, efpecially as applied to the 
ftate of Great Britain and her colonies, feinarkably 
clofe, as well as luminous in argument. - 

In many refpe&s, Adam Smith was a chafte difciple 
of Epicurus, as that philofopher is properly under- 
ftood ; and Smith’s laft a@ refembled that of Epica- 
rus, leaving as a legacy to his friend and patron, the 
children of his Metrodorus, the excellent Cullen. O 
venerable, amiable, and worthy man, why was you 
not a Chriftian ! 

I am, Mr. Editor, with much inclination to promote 
the fuccefs of your literary undertaking, 

Your humble Servant, 
ASCANIUs, 


On the Praéticability of rearing Silk Worms in Scot- 
land. WA 


In the feventeenth number of this work, fome mention 
is made of the poffibility of rearing filk-worms im this 
country, and the ufeful purpofes which this branch of 
manufacture might be made to ferve.—Since that time, 
I have had many letters on the fubje&, the greateft part 
of which exprefs a doubt of the poflibility of introducing 
this branch of induftry into a country whofe climate is 
fo cold as that of Scotland. The prejudice is natural, and 
oughtto be removed by fuch faéts and arguments, as 
could not have come under the cognizance of perfons 
who have not had sccafion particularly to advert to 
this fubjeét. 

Every production, whether of the animal or vege- 
table kingdom, that has never been reared in this coun- 
try, is naturally fuppofed to be too tender to bear our 
climate, when firft introduced into it;—nor can this 
prejudice be fully removed, but by experience, even 
Where reafoning a priori might have been fufficient.— 
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The larch tree is not a native of this country;—it wag 
introduced: into it, even almoft within our own. me 
mory;—yet itis now known to be much, more har. 
dy, and to thrive better in a variety of foils than the 
Scotch fir itfelf, and many of our yther indigenous trees: 
Yet the Duke of Athol, who brought the you of this. 
tree from the bleak hills of Carniola, thought it necefla.. 
ty to preferve it in his green honfe for many ier 
and it was only neceflity that obliged him, at lait, 
allow it to take its chance without doors, as it had fo 
come too large to be ccntained within the houfe, 
Then he had the fatisfa&tion to perceive that it not on. 
ly continued alive abroad, but profpered there much 
better than it did while cooped up in the green 
houfe. 

But if the general prejudice be fo ftrong, as to make 
us even dread that plants from a cold region will be 
too tender to profper in the open air here, it is much 
more natural to be doubtful of the fuccefs of thofe that 
come from climates that are much hotter than our own; 
though experience has demonftrated, that, even in this 
refpedt, we may often judge erroneoufly.—The fwect- 
fcented pea, fo commonly cultivated in our gardens, isa 
native of the ifland of Ceylon, in the torrid Zone ;—yet 
that pea not only lives in the open air in this country, 
but is even the hardieft aanua/ pea with which we are 
acquainted ; as it is the only fort that bears our .win- 
ter’s cold, without any fhelter.—No inference, there- 
fore, that can be abfolutely depended upon, can be 
drawn, as to the hardinefs of any vegetable, merely from, 
confidering the nature of the climate, where it was 
firft accidentally difcovered. 

I fhall foon have occafion to fhew, that wherever 
the mulberry tree can be made to thrive, the filk-worm 
may be reared, and that cold regions are, in fome re- 
fpe&ts, more favourable for the infe& itielf, than hot 
climates ;—yet prejudice is fo much more powerful in 
influencing mankind than reafon, that it has required 
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fyme thoufands of years to:afcertaim: the ‘truth of this 
important faé&, as a flight (ketch of the hiftory of the 































hare progrefs:of filk-rearing will clearly thew.» 
the To the Ghinefe, the Europeans are indebted for the 
es: Tkiowledge of this cuiridus infeét, and the ufes to which 
this, fits labours can be! applied in manufa@ures. How 
fas, long they have beea in poifeffion of this branch of know~ 
TS5, [ledge, cannot be afcertained’; but it isnot» two thous 
» 10, | fad years fince even the very ‘name of filk was un- 
bes | known in any ‘part of Europe. When the Roman pow- 
ule. | extended over half the globe, this ‘brilliance and or- 
on- | mmental article of drefs: was not ‘known. From 
uch | Egypt, it firft wasimported into Rome ;—and among all 
Cle | the articles of elegance belonging to the luxurious; Cle- 
opatra, none feeméd¥o much to excite the, admiration 
ke Ff and .aftonithment: of the Romans, as to obferve, that 
be J the veryi fails of her pleafure barge were made of. filk. 
ch | From that time, the /ords of the world became acquaint- 
iat ed with this article, and it ferved°to’ornament the robes 
"3 | of emperors, ‘and to adorn Indies of the chigheft» rank, 
" who alone were able to purchafe -thefe :coftly traps 
‘f= | pings. r PO RAE Tee ; 
bs or many centurjes;~raw filk coald- only be procure 
€¢ | ed from China ;—nor was it then believed poflible to 
¥s | produce it in any other part of the world. ‘At laft, 
re however, fome begging monks, who had wandered as 
far as China, having obferved the manner in which they 
e fed the worms, and performed the other parts of the 
, operation, thought it might be introduced into Greece, 
‘a where they knew the mulberry tree grew very well. 
‘ They accordingly obtajned fome of the eggs, whieh, 
during the winter feafon, they tranfported with fafety 
: into Greece ;—and having inftruétéed the natives in the 





mode of managing them, thefe ingenious people, én» 
couraged by the high price that filk then bore, gradu- 
ally perfected themfelves in this branch of bufineis, and 
at length found that.filkk could be reared to as: great 
perfection in Greece, as in China. 


Vor. III. Y 
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Still, however, it was thought ‘to be in vain tov 
tempt to rear this tender infeét in the lefs genial climates 
of Italy or other European countries ;—and Greece en, 
joyed, for a good many centuries, a monopoly of this 
lucrative manufa@ure, till, at laft, the Normans, by 
vigorous exertions, obtained poffeflion of Sicily. This 
daring people, who had been fuccefsful in fo many en. 
terprizes, which had been by others deemed impofiible, 
were deftined to open the eyes of their fubjeéts, in re. 
gard to this article, as well as others. Roger, kingof 
Sicily, about the beginning of the rath century, import. 
ed the eggsvof the filk-worm into his dominions, 
where they were foon found to profper abundantly 
From thence, they {pread gradually alt over Italy ;—and 
here, again, their progrefs was ttayed for feveral ages, 
Italy has been long deemed the garden of Europe, 
and its climate has been accounted the moft falubrious. 
Men. were accuftomed to look towards it with a kind 
of religious veneration ;—nor did thofe who. inhabited 
northern climates, ¢ven venture, for a long time, to 
think they had the leaft reafon to fufped& it was poflible 
they could rear any of thofe produéts which had beea 
peculiar to it—At laft, however, Henry, the: Fourth 
of France, whofe mind: was endowed with too much 
vigour to be Jed in the trammels that entang/ed the vul- 
gers turned his thoughts to this fubje&, and faw rea. 
on to believe that it would not be impoffible to reat 
filk-worms even in France itfelf. This extravagant 
idea, as it was then thought, was ftrongly combated by 
the fagaeious Sally, who, though a man of great ta 
lents, was incapable of entéring in this particular, into 
the more liberal views of his illuftrious fovereign. 
Henry, in {pite of the oppofition of his minifter, per- 
fifted in his refolution of having the experiment tried; 
and the fuccefs of two hundred years has abundantly 
teftified, that he judged wifely ; for the rearing of filk 
yn that country has been from that time til] the pre 
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feat, a principal employment to a great proportion of 
the people of that fine country. 

Here, however, the progrefs of the filk-worm was 
once more interrupted; nor would they have found 
their: ‘vay farther north vard, perhaps for fome centu- 
tics yet to come, had not another hero appeared upon 
the borders of the Baltic, who, like Heary of France, 
had his mind unfhackled, and his judgement clear ;—the 
great Frederick of Pruffia, whofe warlike exploits have 
been heard of through every part of Europe, but whole 
beneficent internal regulations to promote the profperity 
of his dominions in peace, are little known, with a 
keennefs of perception peculiar to himfelf, obferved 
the erroneous ideas that had univerfally prevailed for 
fo many ages in regard to this article,——and boldly re- 
folved, at once, to intvoduce the culture of the filk- 
worm on the banks of the Oder, where he faw it 
would furnifh a lucrative and healthy employment to 
many thoufands of his fubjeéts, who would otherwife 
have been, in a ggeat meafure, unprovided for. The 
experiment fucceeded ;—in a few years, this valuable 
branch of bufinefs was fully eftablifhed ;—and though 
he was not a young man when he formed this projeé, 
he had the fatisfaGtion, before his death, to fee this im- 
provement firmly rooted and {pread over a confiderable 
extent of country, and giving bread to a great many 
thoufands of women and children, who would other- 
wife have been deftitute,—and ftill {preading wider and 
wider every year. 

This thort hiftorical fketch of the progrefs of rearing 
filk-worms, will probably tend more dire@ly to weaken 
the prejudices againft the attempt to introduce it into 
this country, than any reafoning could have done. 
The fa&s above flated are all well known, and fufli- 
ciently authenticated. It may perhaps, however, prove 
fill more fatisfa&tory, to add a few other obfervations, 
teading to fhew that there cannot be the f{malleft rea- 
Ya 








272 ON REARING SILK-WORMS IN SCOTLAND.’ June'® 


fon to doubt of the fuccefs of the undertaking in this 
country, whenever it fhall be fairly attempted. 

Without at prefent entering into the queftion of the 
practicability’of rearing filk-worms on any other food 
than the mulberry leaf, my aim fhall be to thew, 
that this approved food can be ‘at’ pleafure raifed in 
abundance in any part of this ifland'for the purpofe re: 
quired. It is the /eaf of the mulberry alone that this 
infe& requires; therefore we liave no occafion to con. 
cern salioes abgut the fruit. But that the mulberry 
plant lives in this climate, and refifts its fevereft cold, 
cannot be doubted, as there is fearcely a nurfery, oranold 
garden in any part of the country, where the proprie- 
tor has beeri‘curious in trees, ‘that fome of them are not 
to be found ; and I do not retiember ever to have feea 
one plant of it that had been in the fmalleft degree in- 
jured by cold. - Itis indeed 'a flow growing tree here 
‘as in every country ; nor does it put forth its leaf ear: 
ly in the feafon. ‘This, however, in the prefent cafe, 
is a matter of no fort of importance; for as the filk- 
worm lives énly a few weeks, and as it is very eafy 
in this climate to keep the eggs from being hatched 
till the very day we incline, it is always in our power 
to prevent the worms from coming forward, till we 
. fhall have plenty of food provided tor them ; fo that it 
is a matter, of indifference whether thefe leaves attain 
their full perfeétion in May, im June, or in July. When- 
ever the food is ready for them, and no fooner, we can 
bring the worms into life ; an advantage we ‘do not 
enjoy in refpeét to any other live ilock whatever. 

In regard to the prefervation of the worm itfelf, 2s 
refpecting climate, it has been found by dear bought 
experience, in the countries where they have long been 
reared, that nothing is fo much to be dreaded, or fo 
difficult to guard againft, as ‘fuffocating heat, which 
renders the worms fo weak and languid, as to be un- 
able to {pin their cocoons properly; or violent thun- 
der, which, in one hour, is frequently known to kill 
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the whole ftock, fo as not to leave a fingle individual 
to propagate the fpecies. 'Thefe are grievous calami- 
ties, ‘which tend gréatly’ to abridge the profits, and to 
render the buafinefs précdrious ‘and’ dangerous: For 
thefe reafons, the worms dare not be entrufted with 
fafety, without doors, in warm regions ; though nei- 
ther can they be fo conveniently managed within doors. 
But in Britain this inconvenience ‘could not be“expe- 
rienced. Our heats are never fo excetlive as to be in 
danger of weakening this animal; nor are our colds 
during the furmer mionths ever fo intenfe, as to prove 
in the fmalleft degree dangerous to them. And as to 
thunder, it fo feldom happens, and it would be fo eafy 
here to protect them from danger when it did come, 
that our advantage over others ‘in this refpeQ is very 
great. 

The effe&s of climate on this mfe&, as above repre- 
fented, are fo different from what will be in general 
apprehended, that I fhould not have dared to mention 
them, except upon very good authority. The Rever- 
end Mr. George Swayne of Pickle-church near Briftol, 
who obtained the filver medal from the Society of Arts 
in London, for his communications refpecting the rear- 
ing of filk-worms, invented a cheap portable cafe for 
keeping the worms (a defcription of which, with im- 
provements, fhall be given in fome future number of 
this work) with a view to enable the poor who might 
engage in this employment to manage them with pro- 
priety. To afcertain what may be the effects of keep- 
ing them in the open air in this cliniate, he tried the 
following experiments. 

“« In the latter’end of May laft (the 28th 1788) I 
put a number of filk-worms (fewer than a hundred) 
which were then juft hatched in the frame (the frame 
is quite open on all fides), and placed it in my garden. 
The weather at that time was cold and windy: In the 

_ evening, the frame was removed into an out-houfe, 
gnd returned to the.garden next morning. This wi 
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continued for a night or two; for a few nights longer, 
it was covered with a baflmat; and afterwards was 
fuffered to remain in the garden by day and night, 
without covering. At the time I placed thefe in the 
garden, I placed others (a fomewhat greater number) 
in the dwelling houfe ; both colonies were fed with the 
fame kind of food, which was moftly the leaves of the 
whitgmulberry, at the fame time, and in a propor. 
tionable quantity, and were treated alike in every par- 
ticular, Dyring their growth, there was no difcerni- 
ble difference between them ; they went through their 
feveral changes, and began to {pin about the fame pe- 
riod ; indeed the firft that they {pun was in the frame in 
the garden. 

“« The weather, during the lait three weeks, was very 
wet, and during the whole time unfeafonably cold, 
As foon as I obferved one of them in the frame begia 
to fpin, I took the frame within doors, as the weather 
was fo wet; that had it remained in its former fitua- 
tion, I fhould not have been able to have attended to 
the {pinning of the worms, without great inconve- 
mience.” 

No difference in the quality, &c. of the filk pron 
duced was remarked. 

By nmieans of this portable frame, therefore, filk- 
worms, in this climate, can be allowed to enjoy the 
benefit of the open air, which is fo conducive to their 
health, as well as to that of the perfons who attend 
them, while, by having a proper place provided for 
their reception, they can be removed thither with eafe, 
whenever circumftances thall render it neceflary. In 
thefe frames, a perfon could with eafe remove twenty 
thoufand of them at once ; and by a proper zpparatus, 
with handles, two perfons could take away at leaft a 
hundred and fifty thoufand; fo that in cafe of a thun- 
der ftorm, the whole might be removed into a place of 
fafety in a few minutes. 

Ou fome future cccafion, this fubjeé& thal] be re 
éumed. 
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eee — oes SSS See 
To the Editor of the Bee. 


Sik, Stockport, May 16th, 1791- 
J received your polite letter, and am forry, that, for 
various reafons, I cannot, at prefent, make pubtic my 
new procefs in bleaching. ‘I fhould have been glad to 
have been able to indulge you in this refpect, as | think 
you are entitled to the efteem of the world, for the ar- 
dour with which you ingmire into fubjects of general 
utility. What follows, 1s all that I would. with to 
communicate concerning it at prefent. 

The method, which I have lately devifed, fuperfedes 
every former procefs, and muft be confiderably cheaper 
than that which is recommended by Mr. Berthollet, as 
the materials employed are lefs expenfive thaa. his. 
The procefs itfelf is alfo more fimple. 

That my liquor is ¢/entially different from bis, will 
be apparent from the following confideration. His, une 
lefs when combined with an alkali, deftroys every co- 
lour which is put into it; but mine, without the ufs 
of any alkaline fubftance, preferves the blue ia the. fel- 
vages of Britifh Calicos ; and, as far as my experimente 
have gone, it does no ipjury to any other fixed co- 
lour. 

My preparation is fo fafe, that I have taken cotton 
cloth, which had been fteeped in ftreng liquor, and 
without wafhing it, have dried it both in the open air, 
and at the fire, and found that the fabric was not im~ 
paired. There is alfo another procefs, peculiarly fuir- 
able for ftrong goods, where there are no dyed colours 
to be retained. 

I would not be underftood as boaiting of what I have 
done. I would afcribe my fuccefs to a little attentive 
obfervation, aided by a concurrence of fortunate cir- 
cumftances. ‘The prefent is a time of dilcovery, and 

re 
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big with important events. Rays of light break through 
on every fide, and dire@ us in the way of improves 
ment. The lovers of {cience are invited into the field 
of inveftigation. * The frierd of truth is encouraged to 
inquire and perfevere. I am, Sir, with fentiments of 
refpeét,: your very humble fervant, 


J. Witsow’ 
Remarks on ufeful Vegetable Fuices infpiffated, that are 
the ees of sreawe of Europe. 

As a fupplement to’the’acéount that was given of the 
elaftic refin ot coutéhouc ina late number of this work, 
(vol. di. p. 100.) it will be proper to mention fome of the 
vegetable productions of Europe, that have been found.to 
afford juicesthat poffefs fome' Of the qualities of that fub- 

ftance. ee 

‘In’ Sweden, they obtain ‘a juice from the Vifcum 
Album Linn. the white miflétoc, which is faid to poffels 
many of the properties of the Coutchouc. 

‘Mr. Faujas de St. Fond’ tried the glue of the Holly, 
which’ we call d:rdflime, for that purtpofe. This 15 
‘ prepared at Abbeville in France, from the inner bark 
of the Holly, as an article for fale. In the ftate it is 
offered for fale, he obferves it contains a fuperabun- 
dance of water, and does not burn Tike elaftic gum, 
when thrown upon a red hot coal, but by boiling it 
for about an hour, it becomes then inflammable, and 
burns with a clear flame,’ emitting a fmell fimilar to 
that of elaftic gum when burning. This fubftance is 
infoluble in water, or in atdent fpirits. It can be dif- 
folved both in expreffed and eféntial oils, With the 
firft, when prepared with litharge (ufually called dry- 
ing oils) it forms a varnifh, in fome refpeéts anala- 
gous to the elaflic gum, long jndeed in drying like the 
covftchouc varnifh; but filks covered with it have the 
fame brilliance, tranfparency, flexibility ; the fame in- 
permeability, and the fame facility of developing the 
electric fluid, as if they had been covered with cout- 
chouc, which makes it very proper for covering the 
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filk of thofe large electrical machines which now are 
found to produce fuch great effects. 

There is found in Provence (a fouthern province of 
France) at the roots of the Chondrilla Funeca Lin. 
very common in fteril land, a kind of glue produced by 
an exudation of a kind of milky juice from that 
plant, which greatly refembles the elaftic gum. The 
milky juice of the fig-tree, of feveral kinds of Tithy- 
malis and Apocynium, produce alfo, we are told, par- 
ticularly in the meridional parts of France, a fubftance 
which has a great analogy with the elaftic gum. 

Mr. Faujas de St. Fond gives the following receipt 
for making a varnifh that may be employed for cover- 
ing baloons, electrical filken cylinders, or other filks, 
j impenetrable by water, which will prove nearly as good 
as that of elaftic gum (diffolved in oil), and is much 
lefs expenfive. 

“ Take, fays he, a pound of\glue *; put it in a new 
earthen pot; make it boil flowly for about an hour, 
till it ceafes to bubble, or, what comes to the fame 
thing, till, upon trial of a drop of it takes fire, when 
thrown upon a live coal. Pour then upon the glue 
a pound of fpirit of turpentine, ftirring it well with a 
wooden {patula, and removing the pot from the flame, 
left the whole fhould take fire ;—let it boil for five or 
fix minutes; pour then upon it three pounds of boiling 
oil, that has been prepared with litharge. Walnut oil, 
linfeed oil, or poppy oil, may be employed at plea- 
fure. Stir it well, and allow it to boil for a quarter 
of an hour; and the varnifh is made. 

** When it has ftood 24 hours, and the fediment has 
fallen to the bottom, pour off the clear. into another 
veflel, When you are to ufe it, let it be warm, and 
lay it on with a flat pencil, upon filk, well fretched. 
One good coat is enough. Allow it. to remain thus 
ftretched out in the open air to dry.” 


* This, though not expreffed in the receipt, I prefume means the 
glue of Holly, or birdflime above defcribed. 
Vou, Uk, 7 
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ee —— .-- —— 


To the Editor of | Bee. 
Sir, tn Latlirthar~ 


You lately favoured us with a review of Mrs. Gun. 
ning’s Pamphlet. Ifa future edition fhall be required, 
I beg leave, through the channel of your paper, to 
fuggeft to the lady the following quotation from Shake. 
{peate, as a motto for her title page. 





* Orla. O but the is wife.” 

** Rof. Or elfe fhe could not have the wit to do this; 
the wifer the waywarder.” 

“© Rof. You thall never take her without her an- 
** fwer, unlefs you take her without her tongue. QO! 
*¢ that woman that cannot make her fault her hufband’s 
** occafion, let her never nurfe her child herfelf ; for 
« fhe will breed it like a fool!” 

TUMBLEDOWN. 


—————————————————SS ccc 
To the Editor of the Bee. : 


IF you think the following worthy of a place in your 
mifcellany, pleafe infert it. 


A Receipt for killing Rats. 


In 1783, a premium of five guineas was given by the 
Dublin Society for the following receipt to kill rats. 
Take 1 quart of oat meal, 4 drops of oil of Rhodium, 
1 grain of mufk, 2 nuts of nux vomica powdered. 
Mix the whole together, and place it where the rats 
frequent ; coniinue to do fo while they eat it, and it 
will foon deftroy them, be they ever fo numerous. 
G. R. 
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ODE TO MARIA. 179, 





For the Bee. 





Ode to Maria. 
Waar is beauty? tis a flower 
Born to perif& in an hour ; 
‘Tis a fhadow flying fleet 
On the nimble courfer's feet ; 
‘Tis a creature of the fpring, 
Spoiling on its wanton wing, 
Scarcely feen beneath the fun, 
When its rapid race is run. 


No! Maria, though our fight 
Gaze a moment with delight ; 
Think not that the foul is caught 
By a thing fo void and naught : 
*Tis the graces of the mind, 

Not to time or place confin’d, 
‘That we ever fond admire, 
That we ardently defire. 


No! Maria, though thy eye 

With the diamond’s luftre vie; 

Tho’ thy cheeks the bleom difclofe 

Of the lily and the rofe ; 

Tho’ {weet fmiles thy lips adorn, 

Sweet as blufhes of the morn; 

It is not thefe : It is thy trath 

That lures the love of every youth ; 

It is thy foft and tender heart; 

It is thy eafe, devoid of art. 
C———n F_____k. 








=~ 





Extempore on a young lady being di/plea/ed at the colour 


of ber hat. 


No wonder you’re mad, 
Your hat looks fo bad, 
When your cheeks the colour outvies ; 
Thofe rofes that grace 
Tha: {weet pretty face, 
Mutt all imitatation defpife. Z 
‘ 2 
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For the Bee. 








Ode to Contentment. ‘ 


Hatt! ever-fweetly fmiling maid, 

Whofe power can lull our cares to teft, 
Though keen affli€tions darts invade, 

Thy friendly ray can calm the breaft. 
— *e haftly poverty fhould fting ! 

dire misfortutres pangs await, 

Thy placid looks relief can bring, 

Beguile the wretch’s pain, and cure the ills of fate! 


Oh! come, fweet foothér of the mind, 

And blefs me with thy heavenly aid ; 
Dire& my wandering fteps to find 

Thy balmy eomforts, gentle maid ! 
Teach me my humble lot to prize, 

A itranger to ambition’s fire, 
The pomp of {plendor to defpife, 

And ne’er to gaudy thow, or glittering wealth afpire. 


Oh! come with all thy heaven-born train, 
Soft meek eyed peace, in fmiles array'd, 
And harmony with focial ftrain, 
And rofcat héalth! gay blooming maid. 
Let white-rob’d innocence a 





And friendthip light her facred fires 
Let gentle hope her influence fend, 
And foaring contemplation, who from giddy crouds retires, 
ScoTIANNA, 
For the Bee. 
—[S—= 


Sixth Elegy of Politian, tranflated, 


Ir, when they quit the prefent fcene, 
Our fouls are confcious to the patt, 
And, through the fhades that intervene, 
A look of fond remembrance caft, N 


My deareft boy ! fupport me now ; 
Wipe off this vain rebellious tear ; 
Replace compofure on my brow; 
Teach me this piercing ftroke to bear. 








1e 8, 


= 
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ELEGY OF PoLITIAN, TRANSLATED. 18: 


While filent midnight fhrouds the fky, 
When oft, as beauty's bards have faid, 
Gleams on the pale feducer’s eye, 
The form of her his vows betray’d. 


Ah ! leave the regions of the bleft; 
Revifit this devoted earth; 

Aid me in foothing into reft 
That injur’d girl who gave thee birth. 


Though, fince affliGtion’s helplefs heir, 
Her trefpafs holy fpite reprov’d, 

She once—I blufb not to declare— 
Like thee, was lovely and belov’d ——~ 


Let pedants, whofe unfocial nerves 
Nature’s firft impulfe ne’er could fire, 
Whofe frigid virtue never fwerves 
From what diferetion’s rules require, 


From every vulgar failing free— 
Let them deteft me, if they can; 
J neither feek, nor with to fee, 
A mortal more, or lefs than man, j 


‘Whiate’er a father’s pride could afk, 
Was center’d in thy infant charms; 

Each dream reftores my pleafing tafk, 
And fancy feels thy clafping arms.) 


Again to view thy features rife, 

Again thy prattle lulls my ear, 
While prompt imagination ¢yes 

The childith laugh, the childith tear. 


A gubh of joy o’erwhelms my breaft, 
Starting, to prefs me clofe to thine, 

I wake—Let hint defcribe the reft, 
Whe knows an agony like mine. ——— 


To parents death diftradts not yet, 

Whole hearts have ne’er like ours been wrung 
Whifper that pity thould forget 

What paffion forces from my tongue. 


When the, whofe tortures thock my foul, 
Is to her early grave confign’d, 
My victim's tender cares controul, 
on her dread to ftay behind ! 
Emirivg 
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183 EDMUND, A TALE. June 8, 






To the Editor of the Bee. 








Edmund, a Tale. 


Hart native ftream, faid Epmunp, fetting himfelf down on 
a grafly plot ; thy flowery banks invite me here to reft my 
weary limbs.—Thy gentle murmurs cannot however foothe 
my forrow.—Oh! fcenes of my juvenile amufements, you 
bring not along with you your former endearments.—An 
old man approached him—He leaned on his ftaff—His fil- 
vered locks waved to the gentle breeze—Experience and 
benignity marked his venerable countenance. You feem 
to be faint with travel, faid Mr. Tounsnenp, for that was 
the‘ name of the old gentleman. “ I am very much fo,” 
replied Epmunp—‘ If you pleafe to retire to my houfe, which 
is juft at hand, a little reft and refrefhment will enable you 
more agreeably to purfue your journey’—“ I intended to 
have gone a few miles farther before I had ftopt ; but, as I 
find myfelf exceedingly fatigued, I cheerfully accept of 
your friendly invitation.””—So faying, he rofe up, and fol- 
ee Tovunsnenp to his villa. 

* You are a ftranger, I fuppofe, in this part of the coun- 
try,” faid Mr. Tounsarnp.—* I was born ina village at 
no great diftance from this; I believe however, very few 
here will now know me; I am much altered : befides, I 
am poor.—I have brought nothing home with me but a few 
fears received in the fervice of my country ;” looking at a 
ftump, the remains of his left arm, which Mr. ‘Tounsnexp 
had not before obferved.—‘ Oh! thefe are marks of glory, 
exclaimed the old gentleman ; infinitely more valuable than 
riches—May I be allowed to afk your name.’—‘“ My 
name is Rozerts; if you have refided here any confiderable 
time, you are perhaps not a ftranger to my family—Do you 
know my father ?”—*‘ I have often heard of him, but never 
had the pleafure of his acquaintance.’ “ From your par- 
lour window, I can fee the gently floping hills where roam 
his fnowy flocks, and the {preading groves which thelter his 
little farm.—Qh ! delightful fpot—refidencé of exalted vir- 
tue—Place of my nativity, inexpreffibly endeared to me by 
the indulgence of the beft of parents—A parent, perhaps 
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e’er now intombed in earth—Dreadful thought !—Oh! 
why was I torn from him in his old age ?”—‘ Torn from 
him, did you fay’—“ Yes, in the cruelleft and bafeft man- 
ner.”.——‘ I feel myfelf interefted in your concerns; do fa- 
vour me with.your company till to-morrow, and a recital of 
your ftory..—Epmunp having yielded to the intreaties of 
Mr. Tounsuenn, he accofted him as follows. 

“« My mother died when I was but a boy ; my father re- 
mained a widower.—Though but little acquainted with the 
world or the fciences, by a clofe attention to nature, he 
acquired fome of the moft important principles of ufeful 
knowledge. The cultivation of his little farm afforded him 
an agreeable exercife ; the enjoyment of a fele& circle of 
friends futhciently occupied his leifure hours. He early 
imprefled me with the principles of virtue ; my mind, na- 
turally fufceptible, from his example, acquired a relith for 
focial endearments. As he intended me to fucceed him in 
his property and profeffion, he took care to give me an 
education {fuitable to fuch a flation. At the grammer 
{chool of our parifh, I contraéted an intimacy with 4 lad 
about my own age, the fon of a gentleman in our neighbour- 
hood ; this conneétion in time, advanced to a moft perfe& 
friendthip. | 

“ Having one day taken the diverfion of hunting, the 
purfuit.of our game carried us farther from home than we 
intended. Hunger reminded us that it was dinnertime. I 
carried Mr. Wituiams, which is the name of my friend, 
to the houfe of a widow lady in that neighbourhood, where 
I had before once vifited ; we were received in the politeft 
manner. It was then I was firft bleffed with a fight of 
my Maria;—bleffed did I fay ? no furely, it deferves another 
appellation, fince it proved the commencement of my mif- 
fortunes. I will not attempt to defcribe this lovely maid; 
any reprefentation I could delineate, would fall infinitely 
fhort of the original. Her charms infpired me with the 
fincereft paffion; and I had every reafon to think it mutual. 
Oh!«I was miltaken ; fhe was not fincere; at leaft the 
was not proof againit the folicitations of ancther. By per- 
miffion of my father, whom I had made acquainted with the 
whole matter, I went one day to vifit her. At my arrival, 
I found the family in the utmoft diforder ;—Maria was mif- 
fing. She had gone the day before on a vifit to a lady 
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whe refided at a little diftance, and had not from that time 
been heard of. I was fo ftruck with this intelligence, that 
I remained for fome time in a manner infenfible ; I foon 
however recollected myfelf: concluding fhe muft have been 
forced away, I refolved not to lofe a moment in attempting 
her recovery. I difpatched a fhort note to my father, aud 
one to my friend, briefly acquainting him with what had 
happened, directing him to take a different route from that 
which I intended, and appointing a place where we thoald 
meet. This done, I took leave of the family. . 

“ Having {pent the day in fruitlefs inquiries, I arrived 
late at night at the place of rendezvous. Mr. Witutams 
was not come ; I waited with impatience till next morning, 
“ Have you heard any thing of Maaia ? cried I, as foon as 
he appeared”’——‘ I have’—“‘ Where is the’—‘ At Ma, 
Ossyan’s’—I ftretched forth my arms to embrace him.— 


‘ Reprefs your joy, my Epmunn, faid he ; this difcovery only . 


adds to your misfortunes.’—“‘ What do you mean ?”—~‘ She 
is there by her own choice’—“ Impoffible”—‘ That will 
but too well convince you of its reality,’ faid he, putting a 
letter into my hand, which he faid, he received from her- 
felf. I tore it open:—Its contents informed me, that the 
had particular reafons for difcontinuing her correfpondence 
with me, and at the fame time advifing me to think ne more 
ofher. The letter dropped from my hand. I ftood for fome 
time motionlefs with furprife.—I had, it is true, never be- 
fore feen any of her hand-writing ; but I had the utmoft 
confidence in my friend. “ Come, Mr. Wixtiams, faid I, 
I mutt fee the faithlefs Marta once mote ; I fhall at leat 
have the pleafure of punifhing her feducer,” ‘ Take care 
faid he, that inftead of chaftening your rival, you do not ree 
ceive from him an additional injury. You know he 
is a profefled libertine: A man who can commit a crime 
like this, will not heftate to crown it with another, per- 
haps of a worfe nature.’ I remained firm to my purpole, 
Having found I was determined, he agreed to accompany 
me. When we were within a little of Mr. Ospuan’s, my 
friend told me, that it was through one of the domeftics of 
the family, with whom he had a flight acquaintance, he 
had got acccls to Marra ; and if I pleafed, he would goa 
little before, and endeavour to procure me ah imterview by 
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the fame method. I approved of his propofal. He was hard- 
ly out of fight, when feveral men rufhed fuddenly from a 
concealment ; one of chem feized my horfe: by the bridle ; 
while I ftruck at him with the butt end of my whip, I re- 
ceived a blow on my head, which brought me fenfelefs to 
the ground. When I recovered, I found myfelf ina pal- 
try looking apartment, furrounded by a number of fellows, 
whofe countenances told me I had no good to expe& from 
them. .I afked them the smeaning of all this, and was an- 
fwered I fhould know that in proper time. I was immedi- 
ately forced into a carriage, one of the fellows placed on 


‘ each fide of me,—carried to Poxtsmouts, and put on board 


atranfport, which failed next day with troops for Germany. 

“ Time will not»perinit me to relate particularly the va- 
rious circumftances which happened during the different 
campaigns in which I have ferved. As a reward for my 
fobriety and attention to duty, I was foon raifed to the rank 
of ferjeant. At the battle of Ramalies, my behaviour was 
efteemed brave ; it was mentioned in very high terms to 
the Duxe or Marcsoroven, who foon after prefented me 
with an enfign’s commiffion. In this new fphere, I formed 
an intimacy with a number of the officers, particularly a 
young gentleman of the name of Doverass, a native of 
Scottanp, whofe life I had the happinefs to preferve from 
the fword of a bafe aflaffin. From that moment we were 
united in the indiffoluble ties of friendfhip. At the attack 
of the French lines of Matrtaquet, I had my left arm thot 
away, befide a ball lodged in one of my thighs. Surround- 
ed by the enemy, I fhould certainly have fallen a victim to 
their ferocity, had not Mr. Dovctass, who perceived my 
fituation, come to my relief. The victory was glorious : it 
was decifive ; but I loft my friend. He was certainly kill- 
ed, or at leaft taken prifoner ; for from that day till this, I 
could never learn what became of him. The lofs of 
much blood, and a long and tedious recovery, made a ree 
turn to my native country neceflary, in order to recruit my 
debilitated conftitution. In the bofom of a parent, in the 
company of my friend Ma. Wriitrams, | now expeé to fird 
a folace to my affliction. This remaining happinefs, how is 
itembittered by the recollection of Maaza, once the fum 

Vou, IH. Aa 
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of my felicity, and fource of my mifery ; now, as I was 
long fince but too well informed, hid in the fhades of death 
for ever from my view.” 

‘I fee, faid Mr. Tovunsuenn, you expect the highet 
pleafure from the enjoyment of your friend.’—* I do in. 
deed—Oh ! how fweet at this moment is the recolleion 
of our paft endearments—How pleafing the hope ef their 
revival”—‘ How vain is fuch a hope :—Him you call your 
friend is the blackeft villain.’——“* What do you fay; faid Ep. 
munpD? with a look of aftonifhment and indignation; you cer- 
tainly do not know him.’—‘ I fhould indeed be afhamed of 
fuch an acquaintance ; you may however be affured of what 
I tell you, that he is the bafeft of villains, and the worft ene- 
my you ever had.’—‘* My enemy, exclaimed Epwm ; what 
do you mean ?—Sure I can read fincerity and benevolence in 
your couritenance; you would not impofe upon me, nor willingly 
make me wretched—Oh! for heaven’s fake explain yourfelf.” 
* Know then, Wiittams betrayed you in the affair of Mania. 
Excited by a guilty paffion, and finding her proof againf 
every delufive art, he found means to carry her off by force. 
The letter he brought you was a bafe forgery. In cafe you 
fhould be inclined to examine more fully into the matter, as 
he apprehended you would, he hired thofe ruffians who car- 
ried you away in the manner you have yourfelf related. 
I need fay no more : this is the truth of the matter ; for the 
confirmation of which, I can produce the moft undeniable 
proof, if you demand it..—-Epmcnp trembled and turned 
pale ; a thoufand minute circumftances now rufhed on his 
memory, which tended to fhake in fome degree, the confi- 
dence he had placed in his friend.—Mr. Tounsuenp per- 
ceived his diftrefs, and attempted to foothe the agitation of 
his mind. “ May I be allowed, faid Enmunn, to afk you 

‘by what means you became acquainted with thofe circum- 
ftances.”—‘ You behold in me the father of the unfortunate 
Marra.’—- The father of Marra, cried Epmunp in the ut- 
moft aitoniiiment ; and can you behold with fuch a placid 
countenance, the wretch, who has, though unintentionally, 
been the occa‘ion of her misfortunes?””——‘ You was deceived; 
you was cruelly difabled from difcovering the deception.— 


The lady with whom Maria refided, continued Ma. Toun- 
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snenp, is my filter ; the wrote me concerning your vifits, 
and her apprehenfions of the confequence:.—The day after 
receiving her letter, I fet out to fee my daughter; I had 
not got half way, when I was alarmed with her cries froni 
acarriage which drove ‘paft: Fortunately I had brought a 
fervant along with me, by whofe affiftance I refcued my 
child. We returned home; I queftioned Marta concern- 
ing your cotrefpondence with her; fhe gave me a circum- 
ftantial detail of the matter, concluding with an account of 
her being feized and carried off by two men whom ‘the had 
never feen before, not a quarter of a mile from her aunt’s 
houfe. I was inclined to think this to be ‘a contrivance of 
yours ; and not hearing any more of you, confirmed me in 
that opinion. It was but very lately I was undeceived ; 
a fevere illnefs produced a confeffion of the whole affair, 
from the wretch whom you fondly call your friend.’ 

“ Qh ! how am I difappointed, exclaimed Epmunp; be- 
trayed by one whom I efteemed my bofom frietd—Maaia 
loft for ever'!—DiftraQing thought—What now remains 
for me ?——-Oh ! heavenly Farenpsuip, foul of happinefs, where 
thall I now find thee ? who fhall now lead me to thy abode?” 
* Young man, faid Mx. Tounsnenn, you need not go far to 
find her—She dwells beneath this humble roof—You have 
yet a friend."—-Epmunp ftretched out his hand to the old 
gentleman ; his feelings were too big for utterance ; the tear 
flarted in his eye.—‘ Look om me as your father, eontinued 
Mz. Tounsuenp—I have yet a daughter—Perhaps in her 
you may find fome traces of your Marra.—Epmounp ‘re- 
mained filent, except the figh which burited from his agi- 
tated bofom. Mar. Tounsuenp retired ; but foon returned, 
leading in a woman. “ Heavens! what do I fee; exclaim- 
Epmunp, the moment he fet his eyes on her—My Maara— 
Sure I cannot be miftaken.”—*‘ You are not, faid Mra. Toux- 
SHEND ; itis fhe herfelf, though brought indeed by forrow to 
the brink of the grave, heaven was pleafed to reftore 
her to her aged parent, to preferve her as a bleffing to her 
Epmunp, as the reward of his virtues, as the compenfation 
of his fufferings.’ Sweet wastheembrace of love, beyond the 
power of word toexprefs; the charming Maria hidhermodeft 
face in her Epmunp’s bofom, while the tears of fenfibility 
flowed plentifully from her eyes. He appeared not now the 
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{prightly youth fhe had once beheld him—The bloom of 
health glowed not on his cheeks—Care had filvered over 
his flaxen locks, and grief had marked his manly counte. 
nance. A meffenger was difpatched to Ma. Rosgats, who 
arrived next day... In the midftiof a fcene, which difplayed 
in the Rrongeft, the tendereft manner, the power of parental 
and filial affe@tion, Epmunp was {truck with the appearance 
of a gentleman who had .accompanied Ma.. Rosxats ; he 
fuddenly quitted the embraces of his father, and ruthed with 
ardour into the arms of the ftranger——It was Mr. Dovatass; 
he had been taken prifoner at Marpraquet, but on_ his pa- 
role had returned home, and called at Mr, Roperts on his 
‘way to ScorLanp. Epmvnp was united to his Mania. Her 
father removed along with them to Mr., Ronegts, where 
they were long blefled with every domeftic felicity arid facie 
al endearment. Heavenly peace dwelt in the bofom of Ep 
MUND ; joy ever fparkled in his Manrta’s, eyes, Happinels 
increafed with their increafing years, and diffuled his rich- 
e¢t fweets through their rural habitation. 4 


Intelligence refpefting Arts, Gc. , 


a ad > 2 R. Invention. , 


Tue committee of agriculture and commerce in Paris, gave 
a report to the National Affembly on the 3d of February 
laft, concerning an hydraulic difcovery, faid to be. made by 
a M, de Trouville, which is announced in the moft pompous 
terms, by the reporter M. Herault Lumerwille, deputy from 
the department of Cher, as one of the moft extraordinary dif- 
coveries that has been made in the prefent age. “ The 
author, fays he, has devifed the means of elevating water 
to an indefinite height, by a fimple effeét of afpiration, of 
balancing alternately of air and water. His machine is 
not embarraffed with the apparatus of piftons, wheels and 
levers. Reflection and praétice have lifted up to him the 
weil, which ftill covers in many parts, the great law of na- 
ture, and has given to him, thus to fpeak, the ufeful mechg; 
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nifm (la mechanique utile). By the aid ofhis invention, 
he can raife enormous mafles of water to heights unknown 
even to us.” 

Mr. Lumerville proceeds in the fame ftile of overftrained 
hyperbole, which is now fuppofed to conftitute the quintef- 
fence of eloquence in popular affemblies,’ to enumerate ma- 
ay other particulars, which a fober philofopher endeavours 
in vain to comprehend. The fecret confifts, fays he, in un- 
derftanding better than any other perfon the doctrine of the 
fyphon. “* The author has reverfed, combined, returned 
upon itfelf, divided, and fubdivided this fimple inftrument ; 
he has become mafter of it under all its forms, and has 
drawn from it the fecret of his forces. The inftruments 
employed are hollow columns, bafons for refervoirs, valves, 
fometimes compreflive, fometimes fucking (a/piraates). 
The air is the inivfible balancer of the whole.” 

If our readers can form any diftin@ ideas from the dif- 
covery thus announced, it is well ; for our own part, unlefs 
it be on the principle of the {piral wheel, employed for rear- 
ing water in fome parts of Switzerland, by means of alter- 
nate portions of air and water in the fame pipe (which is 
oneof the moft curious hydraulic contrivances yet difcovered 
though no new invention), we can form no idea of it. The 
National Affembly, however, in confequence of this report, 
have appointed a committee of their own members, to exa- 
mine this invention more fully, agMd to make an eftimate of 
the expence that’ will be required -for conitru@ting a ma- 
chine of this kind at large, fo as to afcertain the precife 
value of the difcovery, When this machine is ex- 
ecuted, we fhall be able, not only to judge of its real ef- 
ficacy, but alfo to develope the principles of its conftruction 
to our readers, which we hall not fail todo as foon as pof- 
fib. 

In the mean while, it is rather an unfavourable prognof- 
tic, that the royal academy of fciences, have declined te 
give any report in its favour. 


- 
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On the Revolution in Poland. 


In future ages, the eighté€nth Ceftiry will make a moft brilliant ap. 
pearance, when compared at leaft with thofe that went before.; * Then, 
it will be faid, was laid the foundation of thofe numerous umprove- 
ments, which fo much diftinguifh the modern times from thofe dark 
ages of barbarifm, in which Europe had been fo long involved. True, 
indeed, the politicians of that xra knew but little ;—The erroncous no- 
tions that had fo long prevailed, had warped their judgment to fuch a 
degree, that they were unable to reafon with that difcriminatirg accu- 
racy which has fince prevailed. But they then began to think for them- 
felves, and to reafon in their own fafhion. It was only by following 
the route on which they then entered, that we have been able to attain 
to that perfection which conftitutes our higheft glory. Let ‘us -there- 
fore revere the liberal exertions of our rude progenitors. ‘Though ig- 
norant and unpolifhed, they are {till entitled to our higheft efteem.” 

Such, J doubt not, will be the language of thofe who fhall live fome 
centuries hence. Reafon ins to dawn among mankind; and when 
the reign of fyftematic errer thall be totally abolifhed, who can form 
an idea of the extent of thofe improvements we fhall be able to at- 
tain? 

The feeds of this happy revolution, if not firft fown in Britain, were 
firft cherifhed there, fo asto be productive of any beneficial effed. It 
was in regard to religious fubjects that the human mind firft began to 
exercife it: powers, and to fhake off fome of thofe fetters that had for- 
merly enthralled 1t. But flow was its progrefs, and feeble was its force. 
Truth had {earcely begun to appear, when it formed a league with error; 
a baneful coalition was formed, which has retarded our progrefs, and 
ftill will continue to retard it here ; while others, infpired by the pro- 
{pect of what we have done, fhall have exerted their native powers with 
ftill greater vigour, and left us perhaps far behind. The revolutions that 
have taken place with regard te government in America and France, may 
perhaps be fluctuating and unftable ; becaufe their political inttitutions 
may be defective and erroneous. But the grand revolution is that 
which refpects the mind; and this, if we may judge from patft events, 
will be permanent and fure. We know of no initance fince the art of 
printing was invented, of any nation, in which the individuals had 
once acquired the habit of reafoning with perfe freedom on every fub- 
jet, who ever could be again fubjeéted to the deminion of abjed ig- 
norance. It is this empire ef reafon which | truft will be permanent, 
becaufe every exertion in the prefent moment, will tend to facilitate 
the acquifition of knowledge, which is the only fure founda- 
tion on which reafon can cftablith her throne. 

Among all the triumphs of reafon over prejudice, that have occurt- 
ed in the prefene age, that which hath recently taken place in Poland 
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«the moft farprifing and wonderful, and what was leaft to be expected. 
That the body of a people, when by any accident they obtained power, 
fhould wifh to reduce thofe who were above them to the fame level with 
themfelves, is fo little furprifing, that we know of fearcely any initance 
where it was feemiogly within their reach, that they have not attempt- 
ed it. But the furprifing thing is, thdt in Poland, where a fyftem of 
more rigid ariftocratic defpotifm has prevailed for many ages, than was 
perhaps ever known to have fubfifted in any other part of the globe, 
thefe nobles, without the fmalleft compulfion, or even folicitation on the 
part of the people, have voluntarily abandoned fome of their higheft 
prerogatives, of which they have en all former occafions fhewn them- 
felves moft rigidly tenacious. This looks like enchantment; yet there 
feems to be ne poffibility of denying the fact. 

The following letter gives fuch a clear and fatisfafory account of 
this tranfachion, as to deferve to be preferved as an hiftorical record 
of the moit fingular kind, for the information of future ages. 

Warfaw, toth April 1791. 

“ Yeiterday was a day of triumph to millions; a day that will form a 
glorious epocha in the annals of this country, and render immortal the 
name of Staniflaus Auguftus, in whom we revere all the qualities of a 
truly Patriot King. 

“ If Newton found the world in want of light, he foundit at leaft well 
difpofed to receive it. But in what ftate did Staniflaus Auguftus find 
Poland on his elevation to the throne? Was it not in a ftate of anar- 
hy, and ftill averfe to any reform? ‘Was it not expofed to all difafters, 
without any means, in the King’s hands, to prevent them ? 

“ The King felt the caufe of fo many misfortunes. He knew the de 
fe&s of government, and was not unacquainted with the {pirit of his 
nation. With unwearied exertion of his zeal and abilities, by gentle 
perfuafion and example, he not only introduced order into the admi- 
niftration of different departments of the State, but even pre-difpofed 
minds for the moft difficult and moft glorious reformation; @ reforma- 
tion in the fentiments of the nation at large; a reformation that infpired the 
inbabitants of cities, who for ages paft had lived in a kind of flavery, 
with courage to reclaim the enjoyment of their ancient rights, and the 
nobility, whe had fo long exercifed the entire fovereignty, with genrro/ity 
to grant them unanimoufly, even more than they afked. 

“ Yefterday, civil and religious prejudices, perhaps equally difficult to 
be overcome, were abandoned in the fame moment, and the Tiers 
Etat admitted, without diftin@tion of birch or religion, to a perticipation 
both of the legiflative and executive power; and declared capable of any 
office, civil, military or ecclefiaitical, excepting in the national cavalry, 
and in fome chapters deftined for the benefit of the poorer clafs of a na- 
merous nobility. 

“ When the National Affembly of France reduced the modility to an 
equality with the citizen, the greater number of its members confifted 
of the Tiers Etat; but when Poland raifed her citizens to that equa- 
lity, the Diet donfifted of nobility only. And yet there was vo diviiivn 
within doors, nor commotion without! Eloquent and perfuafive as the 
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King is on all occafions, on this he feemed to outdgghimfelf. The fub- 
jet touched his heart; he {poke with an uncommon degree of fire and 
enthufiafm ; and his hearers caught the flame. Count Malachowski 
and Prince Sapicha, Marthals of the Dict, were particularly animated 
and happy in the arrangement and folidity of their arguments. Prince 
Adam Czartorifki Wawrechi, and Niemcewicz, member for Livonia, 
alfo diftinguifhed themfelves in a remarkable manner. “ None of us 
(faid this lhft gentleman, {peaking of the exclufion of all fuch as are not 
nobles from offices of truft and honour) “ knows who were the ancef- 


“ tors, or what was the religion of Wafhington and Franklin; ‘but all | 


“ of us know what important fervices thele iiluftrious characters ren- 
“ dered to their country. Let not therefore the modefty of our citi- 
* gens prefcribe limits to our generofity, Let us not aff, nor look into 
“ old papers, to afcertain what they have aright to demand; butlet us grant 
“ them, out of our own free accord, all that the welfare of our own 
“ country requires that they fhould poffefs.” Mr. Suchorzewfki, mem- 
ber for Kalith, a gentleman equally refpectable for his integrity and a 
bilities, has the merit of having framed the bill chat was adopted. As 
foon as it had paffed, the members embraced one another, and thcir new 
brothers the citizens, who were numerous, prefentin the houfe ; then, 
in token of their gratitude to the King, for the pains he has taken to 
obtain fo glorious a reform in the conftitution of their country, de’ 
leave to kifs his hand. What a triumph for all parties! ‘ 

“ Now may we expect to fee our half-inhabited towns re-peopled, our 
induftry and commerce revive. Nothing farther than the emancipa- 
ticn of our peafants feems to be now wanting, in order to render all 
ranks as happy as they are brag alga. the country as independent and 
powerfal, as it is fruitful and rich; but this can only be effected by de- 
grees,” 


= & 


Here, hawever, as in every inftance cf a fimilar fort, the philofopher 
who admires the fpirit which dictated that revolution, will find reafon 
to douht of the judicioufnefs of the meafure. In feveral refpeéts he will 
condemn it as unwife. But can wifdom be expected to fpring up in 
a moment amorg allthe members of a numerous and an illiterate aflem- 
biy ? It could not be—They only begin to think, and with to a&t with 
liberality of mind. Let them centinue to be influenced by this princi- 
ple, and they will gradually imbibe knowledge. Their errors will then 
be corrected, and a general diffufion of bappinefs over the mighty 
uat:on will be the confequence. 
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